In this issue manuscripts are presented that touch on some of the new developments in the diagnosis and pathogenesis of head and neck tumors. The first article by T. Tanaka et al. summarizes our understanding of the development of oral squamous cell carcinoma and discusses possible chemoprevention. As discussed there, the diagnosis of head and neck cancer can be limited as the entirety of the upper aerodigestive tract can be affected by smoking. P. Pujary et al. discuss the use of spectroscopy for the identification of malignant squamous mucosa.

As the incidence of smoking decreases in many parts of the world, there has been a noted decline in the incidence of smoking-related malignancies, including head and neck squamous cell carcinoma. Unfortunately, with this decline, many parts of the world have witnessed a concomitant increase in oropharyngeal squamous cell carcinomas related to high-risk human papillomavirus (HPV) infection. In this issue, Dr. F. Farshadpour et al. show, in a case control study, that oropharyngeal squamous cell carcinomas that develop in nonsmokers who do not abuse alcohol are more likely to be related to HPV infection than those that develop in smokers who do consume alcohol and confirm that the HPV-related tumors have a better prognosis. R. L. Cantley et al. provide a nice review of the various immunohistochemical, in situ hybridization, and molecular studies that can be used to demonstrate HPV infection.

Over the past decade there have been many exciting developments in our understanding of the classification of salivary gland neoplasms and the associated genetic abnormalities. In this issue, M. Shishegar et al. describe a series of salivary gland tumors seen at their institution over a 6-year period. A. F. Costa et al. review the clinicopathologic changes associated with high-grade transformation that can be seen with adenoid cystic carcinomas, acinic cell carcinomas, epithelial-myoepithelial carcinomas, and polymorphous low-grade adenocarcinomas.

Sinonasal intestinal-type adenocarcinomas remain a pathologic enigma, sometimes associated with heavy wood-dust exposure. In the final article in this issue, B. Vivanco et al. review a large series of these tumors and attempt to identify possible precursor lesions for these rare malignancies.
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